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PAaRrTICIPATING GOAL ScHooLs

Dear GOAL Supporter,

It is my pleasure to
present the results

of the 2014 GOAL
Donor Survey, an
unprecedented effort
to learn more about
the experiences

and preferences of
thousands of donors to
the Georgia GOAL Scholarship Program.

From its creation in 2008, GOAL has
operated a full-service scholarship
program that strengthens communities
throughout Georgia by connecting
compassionate donors with families
who wish to pursue better K-12
educational opportunities at their local
private independent schools. GOAL has
also kept Georgia lawmakers informed
about the positive outcomes of the
Georgia Education Expense tax credit
program, the need for improvements
to the law, and the importance of
increasing the annual cap on available
tax credits.

The following Survey results reveal that
GOAL is changing the landscape of K-12
education in Georgia. For this, you truly
deserve the “credit”

With appreciation,

fr e Ken

Lisa M. Kelly, President

Thanks to the generosity of our Board
members, this publication was produced
and distributed at no cost to GOAL.

Georgia GOAL Scholarship Program, Inc.
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FAacts ABouTt THE GEORGIA GOAL ScHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

The Georgia GOAL Scholarship
Program is the largest K-12 student
scholarship organization operating
under the Georgia Education Expense
Credit law, which was enacted in 2008.

This nationally respected school
choice program is very popular among
scholarship families, participating
private schools, and taxpayers.

Each year, thousands of individuals
and corporations contribute to GOAL
in support of scholarships for students
desiring to attend the K-12 private
schools of their parents’ choice.

Approximately 93% of the
scholarships are awarded to students
transferring from public schools or
entering school for the first time.

In exchange for these
contributions, taxpayers receive a
Georgia income tax credit.

The average annual amount of each
GOAL scholarship has been $3,721,
which is $767 less than the per pupil
amount the State spends on students
attending public schools.

The average federal adjusted gross
income, adjusted for family size,

of the recipient families has been
$25,525, with 97% of scholarship
dollars being awarded to families
having an AGl of less than $60,000.

In 2013, the $58 million annual cap
on Education Expense tax credits was
met in early May. In 2014, the cap
was met in just three weeks. In 2015,
the cap was met on January 1.

As of the end of 2014, 15,927 Georgia
taxpayers had signed GOAL's Raise
the Cap! petition.



GOAL Surveys 7,212 DoNORs

(

In Decembper of 2014, GOAL asked us
donors a series of guestions relatung to:
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2014 GOAL Donor Survey

Analysis of Survey Results
THE RESULTS ARE IN!

=== - Their feelings about GOAL;

=== - The impact they believe GOAL is having on
scholarship recipients and their private school
communities; and

=== - Their desire for expansion of the program by state
lawmakers during the upcoming session of the
Georgia General Assembly.

2,032 of the 7,212 downors

VWM -{'D m WM)
P extraovdinary 2.9%




2014 GOAL DonNoR SurRVEY: QUESTION 1

Why do | contribute to GOAL?

Helps families secure a better education The first survey
P ok 87% question provided
or their children.

1 donors with four
Improves the financial condition of the reasons why they might
. . I uhy
private school community | support. be contributing to
l GOAL and asked them

| receive an offsetting income tax credit. [N 79% toindicate with which

. ones they agree.

Makes the private school | support a
: I 70%
better community.

Other (please describe). F 7%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

66

I have seen parents cry at the way their child

was treated in public school. With scholarship
Donor money, that child attended school, was
Comment: happy, excelled in schoolwork, and earned a
scholarship to college. It helped that family and
those around them and we all shall receive the
blessings this child will give the community in

the future. GOAL provided that opportunity. ,,




2014 GOAL DonNoR SuRVEY: QUESTIONS 2 & 3

In the second and third questions, the Survey
asked donors to reveal whether, before

being able to contribute to GOAL for a tax
credit, they had thought about families who
could not afford to send their children to a
private school and, if so, whether they had
contributed to help them.

Swryney responses:

- Before being able to contribute to GOAL, 65% of the
donors had never thought about parents who could
not afford to send their children to private schools, or
had thought about them only rarely or occasionally.

- Before being able to contribute to GOAL, 82% of
the donors who had wanted to provide parents with
financial help to send their children to private schools
could not afford to do so; were unaware how to do so;
did not do so; or never thought about doing so.




2014 GOAL DonoR Survey: QUESTION 4

Makes me feel good about supporting w .
my favorite private school community. 83% | The survey described

| four ways in which the
Makes me feel good about helping GOAL program might
parents in the education of their _ 81% :
hildren. be affecting the donors
_ 1 and asked them to
Has become an important part of Y | R 755 | indicate with which
yearly giving. | ones they agree.
Increases my awareness of the need
for increased K-12 educational choices 64%
for families.

Other reason (please describe). F %

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%

Donor
comments:

“Makes me feel good
about the benefits to
existing students of
studying with kids of
different economic
“It helps the backgrounds.”
kids, who might “Itis the right
otherwise fall thing to do.”
through the cracks.”

“Children who
attend are
joyful.”




2014 GOAL DonNoR SUuRVEY: QUESTION 5

The Survey described
four ways in which, by
contributing to the GOAL
program, donors may

believe they are helping Have a greater opportunity to be
children and asked them | accepted to, and succeed in, college.
to indicate with which

Receive a better academic education. %

Receive a better character education.

Receive more individual attention.

ones they agree. |
Access a safer school and classroom _ 83%
environment. °
Other reason (please describe). F 6%
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Donor
comments:
By contributing to
GOAL, I believe that |
am helping children: "Get the encouragement

and mentoring needed "Leveling the playing
today so they can realize field for those who
- their potential." might not have the "To be in a motivating
Become better opportunity of attending environment to learn,

able. () !ive a life a private school." push themselves, and
of significance.” succeed.”




2014 GOAL DonoR SurvVEY: QUESTIONS 6 THROUGH 9

In questions six through nine, the Survey asked for the
donors to provide their opinions relating to the policy
of school choice in Georgia, especially as it relates to
increasing the annual $58 million cap on available
education expense tax credits and the possibility of ; A
additional government regulation of private schools 3 S =
participating in the GOAL program. /%0

,,,,,

How umportont v &t Hhat Georgia legulotors
emponer poyents fo choose the best K-12
education for Hhewr childyen?

0.3% m 0.3%: It is not important.

m6%: Itisimportant.

/ Survey results

Very
m31%: Itis very important. 3] olo Important

63%: Itis critical, as a
parent's right to choose the
best education possible for
their child is a fundamental
civil right.

63.0%




DonoR ViIEws oN CAP INCREASE & REGULATION OF PRIVATE SCHOOLS

[ 58 A ( uL
15, owr (

W 1.3%: Should not raise the
1.3% cap beyond the present $58
million cap.

J

H 8%: Should enact a modest 3
increase to the present $58 The 2015 cap was

million cap. reached i (:,NE day,
on January 1st!

W 23%: Should enact a
significant increase to the
present $58 million cap.

i

1 67.5%: Should enact a
significant increase, with
automatic reasonable
increases when the cap is
met.

Survey Results

L & 2 Donors feel strongly about S s a Donors oppose additional
w w w the need for a significant w w w government regulation of
cap increase in 2015 private schools

If the present $58 million annual cap on tax 839 of the donors believe that private schools
credits is reached within the first month participating in GOAL “should NOT be subject
of 2015, 8490 of the donors would find it to the government imposition of additional
“unacceptable” for Georgia legislators to regulations, including educational standards,

fail to significantly raise the cap in 2015. curriculum, or testing requirements.”




ConcLusioNs REVEALED BY THE SURVEY RESULTS

Donors like that they can

maintain confrol over how

some of their money is used for

K-12 education.

Donors like providing

educational ciroLce to parents.

Donors like being able to
exercise CONWPAM O,

Donors like improving student

cronces for success.

Donors like promoting student

chovaocter.

Donors like building better

Donors like the cavs e of
educational freedom and
overwhelmingly support an
increase in the annual cap on
education expense tax credits.

Lawwmwalkers con enable

Hhowsands move Georgia citizens

fo provide K-12 educational
opportunities fo families.

The Survey results indicate that thousands
of individual and corporate taxpayers are
passionate participants in, and advocates for,
this exciting school choice program.

By raising the annual cap on available
education expense tax credits, the Georgia
legislature can expand this national model
for scholarship families, private independent
schools, and taxpayers, who are working
together to increase educational choices and
build better communities.




GOVERNANCE OF THE GEORGIA GOAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
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in Virginia and Florida

Results is available on the GOAL website at: www.goalscholarship.org
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